From: Gayoso, Jose

To: Wasem, Russell

Subject: FW: Noteworthy NPIC incident

Date: Monday, September 09, 2013 8:00:43 AM
Attachments: 2013 13315.pdf

2013 13417.pdf

Rusty,
A rodenticide-related incident was reported to NPIC, | thought you might be interested.

Jose

————— Original Message-----

From: Selia, Emily

Sent: Friday, September 06, 2013 3:40 PM

To: Isbell, Diane; Leahy, John; Gayoso, Jose; Niman, Aaron; Spurling, Norman; Dinkins, Darlene
Subject: FW: Noteworthy NPIC incident

HI NPIC team,
Two more potential incidents just came in. See below and attached.

Emily Selia, MPH

Environmental Health Scientist

Communications Services Branch/

Certification and Worker Protection Branch Office of Pesticide Programs U. S. Environmental Protection
Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20460

(703) 605-1212

selia.emily@epa.gov

----- Original Message-----

From: Kaci Buhl [mailto:buhlk@ace.orst.edu]
Sent: Friday, September 06, 2013 3:34 PM
To: Selia, Emily

Cc: Dave.Stone@oregonstate.edu

Subject: Noteworthy NPIC incident

Hello Emily,

We had two noteworthy occupational incidents reported yesterday, and they met the criteria for referral
to EPA.

Case 13315: Caller reports a persistent chemical odor and a range of physical signs for herself and 7
co-workers in a building shared with a pesticide company.

Case 13417: Caller reported her son and 7 of his coworkers at a pool,
(16-20 years old) have reported signs after rodenticides were applied in under-ventilated rooms
reaching temperatures over 106 degrees. Three hospitalizations and multiple seizures were reported.

In both cases, the specialist provided contact information for the state lead pesticide agency, among
other information and resources.

Thanks for your time - Talk to you soon!
Kaci Buhl, MS

Project Coordinator
National Pesticide Information Center
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NPIC Sentinel Event Report Log #: 13315

Date:
State:

Narrative:

Wed Sep 04 15:12:00 PDT 2013
NY

Caller (age 47) seeking information on how to get testing for
pesticides in the body. Caller reported that for the last year and
1/2, she and seven other employees in the same building as
synergy labs (a pesticide company) have been smelling
chemicals. Caller reported she does not work for synergy labs but
their companies lease the same building. Caller reported she
doesn't know what they are manufacturing but pulled a list of 200
products off their website. Caller seeking information on whether
she can be tested for all 200. Caller reported she has been to the
doctor but they don't know how to proceed with treating her.
Caller reported that for the last year and 1/2 she has been
experiencing headaches, nausea, and dizziness. Caller reported
that over the last week she has also begun to experience
numbness in her left arm, chest pain and difficulty breathing when
she is at work. Caller reported when she goes home she feels
better. Caller reported that the 7 other people in her office are
experiencing a variety of symptoms including asthma. Caller
reported has talked to Poison Control Center and they want her
physician to call for more information. Discussed testing for
pesticides including that there is no general test for pesticides.
Discussed difficulty in interpretting results. Discussed other
ingredients can contribute to toxicity and are not listed on the
label. Discussed contacting OSHA and the State Lead Pesticide
Agency to report the situation and find out what chemicals she is
possibly being exposed to. Provided NPIC website for more
information on testing and for links to NPIC fact sheets. Provided
contact information for State Lead Pesticide Agency, OSHA and
Association of Occupational and Environmental Clinics. Provided
information to EC/PC and EPA.






NPIC Referral to EPA Log #: 13417

Date: Thu Sep 05 14:27:00 PDT 2013
Specialist: CB

Inquirer's Name:

City, State: SAN ANTONIO, TX
Phone:
Narrative: Caller seeking information about rodenticides health effects.

Caller reported her son (20 years) works at a pool as a life
guard. Caller reported the pool has a rodent problem and they
have placed baits everywhere including the supply room in
the pump room. Caller reported there are a total of 8 workers,
ages ranging from 16 to 20 years old. Caller reported 3 of the
8 workers have ended up at the hospital in the last 3.5 weeks
and it all started since the rodenticide application. Caller
reported "the kids" have to go in the supply room and pump
room with rodenticides and dead rats, while the outside
temperature is around 103 -106 F. Caller reported the rooms
have small ventilation, no air conditioning, and reach
temperatures higher than 106 F. Caller reported the kids have
to remove the dead rats and she doesn't know how they do it
or if they are provided with gloves. Caller reported, 3.5 weeks
ago, her son was working in the pool pump room (106F
outside, hotter inside) and had headache, felt nauseous, was
sweating profusely, and can't remember how he walk out of
the room. Caller reported a coworker saw her son coming out
of the pump room and approached him because he seemed
to be having problems and was not acting normal (caller
couldn't describe further) when suddenly her son had a
seizure. Caller reported her son was taken to the hospital and
within 2 to 3 hours later had another seizure. Caller reported
her son is now under seizure medications and can't even
drive a car. Caller reported the following week another kid
was sick. Caller reported a second worker, a boy (age
unknown), experienced non stop vomiting for 4 days and was
taken to the hospital for dehydration. Caller reported last
weekend another worker, a girl (age unknown) had seizures
after coming home from work. Caller reported she had no
product information (no EPA registration number or Active
Ingredient) but she will obtain it. Discussed EPA registration
number is a way to identify a product. Discussed obtaining
EPA registration number or active ingredient and calling back.
Discussed that rodenticides are generally nonvolatile.
Discussed that there are different active ingredients registered
as rodenticides and they work in different ways. Discussed
anticoagulants and their mode of action. Discussed zinc
phosphide and its mode of action. Discussed that other
rodenticides may affect the nervous system. Discussed the
need for product details in order to provide information about
the Active Ingredient chemical properties, such as volatility,
effect of heat, and health effects. Discussed option of
contacting Health Department and State Lead Pesticide
Agency and Provided contact information for both agencies.
Caller expressed thanks and reported she will call back with





EPA registration number or Active Ingredient information.
Discussed NPIC services, including the possibility to provide
Active Ingredient chemical properties and health effects and
Manufacturer phone number as a resource for information
about proper application and chemistry of the product.
Provided information to EPA, Executive Committee and
Project Coordinator.






Oregon State University

Department of Environmental & Molecular Toxicology
(541) 737-8330

buhlk@ace.orst.edu
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